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Crises in the European Union

Ẇ Traditional view that crises support European integration

Ẇ Since financial crisis, problem-solving capacity and 

legitimacy of European Union in question 

Ẇ Context of growing ócrisis managerô role of EU 

institutions

Ẇ Concern about emerging gap between European 

authoritiesô actions and European societiesô 

expectations



Understanding crises

Ẇ Assessing crises beyond threat, uncertainty and 

urgency

Ẇ fast- and slow-burning crises

Ẇ transboundary crises

Ẇ domains in crisis 



Consequences of crisis 

Ẇ Financial crisis has placed strain on EU institutions and 

relations with member states

Ẇ has there been a growing emphasis on óeconomicô 

over ósocialô or óenvironmentalô objectives?

Ẇ have member states become increasingly reluctant to 

display ósolidarityô?



Consequences of crisis 
management

Ẇ Growing emphasis on ócrisisô and ócrisis managementô 

has consequences

Ẇ does it affect decision-making styles?

Ẇ do attempts at managing crises introduce their own 

policy effects?

Ẇ how to resolve tensions between centralisation and 

subsidiarity, prescriptiveness and discretion
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ENLIGHTEN

Ẇ Focus on fast- and slow-burning crises across issues:

Ẇ EU level: changes in modes of governance

Ẇ Legitimacy processes ïinput, throughput, output

Ẇ Mapping of expert networks, changes in social 

experiences and expectations

Ẇ www.enlightenproject.eu


